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Executive Summary

1. This report relates to an area of land running from Bridge Street North to the 
public open space at George Street/Bank Top Street. The land encompasses 
the site of a former scrapyard and factory that have lain unused for at least the 
last 15 years.

The proposal is for a local well established company to acquire the land to 
expand their business which has been based in Heywood for 36 years and 
has gone from strength to strength. The current facility has been out-grown 
and to continue to grow the business an additional major site is required.

The company will retain their existing facility and plan to build a new 
showroom and workshop facility on the new site which will create 10 new jobs. 
Much of the land will be used as display areas and will not be built upon. The 
nature of the company’s business is such that they attract people to Heywood 
from outside the region.

The proposal would be in accordance with an agreed Development Brief for 
the area which proposed the release of this land for employment purposes. 

Recommendation

2. It is recommended that Township agrees to declare the land surplus to the 
Council’s requirements and to release the land for disposal to the local 
company.

Reason for Recommendation

3. The land was acquired by compulsory acquisition back in 2001 and has had a 
chequered past due to former land uses and subsequent trespass and 
pollution issues over the years.

The sale of the land to a local company will prevent the company from leaving 



the Borough, will keep the existing employment within the Township, the new 
jobs will be created in the Township and the development will secure 
substantial inward investment in Heywood and will bring economic use to a 
current unkempt  and problematical area.

Key Points for Consideration

4.

4.1

Due to known historic contamination issues, the land is not considered ideal 
for housing development as remediation costs are likely to be high.  The use 
of the land for residential development is unlikely to be viableand therefore a 
Development Brief prepared by the Council for the wider area concluded  that 
it would ideally suit a commercial surface use as per this proposal.

The land could be retained, but there is currently no maintenance budget and 
so the land may remain in an unkempt state close to the town centre and 
adjacent to newly developed housing and manicured public open space. In 
addition, the contamination represents a liability for the Council

Costs and Budget Summary

5. The disposal would produce a sizable capital receipt for the Council whilst 
creating an employment opportunity and an inward investment which will 
attract people to the town from all over the northern region and beyond.

Risk and Policy Implications

The proposal is an off-market sale and will therefore require Cabinet 
approval.

The site is within the Defined Urban Area and the proposed use is therefore 
acceptable in policy terms

As the land is contaminated, it will fall within the contaminated land regime of 
the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and environmental liabilities may 
arise. Depending on the seriousness of potential harm, the land may require 
remediation before any development takes place and this may fall to the 
Council to resolve as owners of the land. 

6.

Consultation

7. Appropriate sections of the Council have been 
consulted on the proposal.

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. None applicable

For Further Information Contact: Nigel MacDonald  , Tel: 01706 923275, 
nigel.macdonald@rochdale.gov.uk


